
Minutes from the zoom FjHI board meeting  

23rd November 2020 8.30 pm (CET) , in two sessions 

Attending: Jenny, Jan, Maureen, Jochen …. Absent: Leif 

Guests: Eric Watness, NFHR Pres. and FjHI Substitute 

              Rory Miller, NFHR Board Member and Treasurer 

              Sander Willems, BEL, FJHI Homepage 

1) Homepage and Facebook 

Some weeks ago Sander took over the technical adminstration of FjHI 

homepage and Facebook. He has experience in this work. 

He is in contact with Jan and Michelle.  

His plan is not to build a compleet new homepage but some changes and 

improvements. More pictures on the frontpage and fewer text.  

An archive will be built in for historical docs. 

This year he has time for this work in Nov. and Dec. 

In Jan 21 he has exams and can go on in Feb.  

He will inform the board when we have subjects to talk about.  

 

2) The Fjord Horse in the USA: 

Eric and Rory gave us a short disription of the NFHR organisation and their 

challenges in the States (distances, the C. virus, the different regulations in 

each State, as well as different virus-related show regulations from the various 

horse organisations. Liability insurance for events does not cover virus-related 

claims.  

 

NFHR has 618 Members (as of August 2020). There are a lot of Fjord horse 

owners who are not Members.  

 

NFHR started to work on the re-write of its horse registry database. With the 

changes in the programming, it will be easier for members to update their 

individual information as well as to do pedigree searches. The database is 

being programmed to allow for an UELN field for future use.  

 

The NFHR has developed a new evaluation system. They have the impression 

that this has been fairly well accepted by members. However, due to the 

Corona crisis, they have not yet been able to test it effectively.  

We can check it out on their website. 

 

In America there is an acute shortage of show judges. Currently they only  

have 2 for the entire USA, which is far too little. Training new jury members  

is therefore a major priority, but not easy at all.  

 

It would be nice if we, from FHI, could support candidate jury members 

through online clinics. We will examine within the board whether we can 

actually do something for them here.  



In America, people are also asking to better coordinate practices around 

inbreeding internationally. The form that Maureen has already drawn up for 

this and sent around within the board may be a first step towards this. 

 

There followed an interesting discussion about evaluator training with the  

US representatives expressing their appreciation and the support of FjHI in 

developing an evaluator training program 

 

3) International registry project 

 

Jenny made a short orientation on the work of the international register-

project. 

Jenny indicates that the work is finally progressing well and that there is a  

very high chance that the project will eventually be realized. After a long  

silent period, there is currently weekly consultation about this project.  

Nils Ivar remains a driving factor here. 

The ambition has been abandoned to create an international database in 

which data from all other countries can be included. The chance of errors, 

which would destroy the relevance of the project, is too great.  

However, a database based on DNA analyzes is an option and feasible.  

This could be very suitable for mapping the effective genetic variability within 

the Fjord horse. Breeding support could therefore be used on the basis of this 

DNA data. 

 

It remains a question at the moment how this will all work out in practice. 

Maureen offers to facilitate joint consultation between the university in Oslo 

and that of Wageningen (DNA research for the Netherlands and Belgium). 

 

NFHR is very interested in a new international Database…  

They have a lot of DNA tests  

 

Maureen talked with different laboratories in the NL for DNA tests and they 

have questions to the norwegian project.  

 

 

4) Next Board-Meeting Tuesday 15th 20, start 20.30 (Berlin Time)  

We will invite the FJHI substitutes Sabine Münch von Ah (CH),  

Susanne Petersen (GER) and Jacki Ernwein (FRA)  

 

Jochen Nösinger 

FjHI Board Member 

 
27.11.20 


